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Tavares finished with a game-high 25
points for the Vikings, who led 42-22 at half-
time and kept pulling away in the second
half en route to building several 28-point
leads.

Senior forward Jordan Rezendes also had a
big game, finishing with 21 points and three
of the team’s four 3-pointers. Pina chipped in
with 10 points and some big rebounds on the
defensive glass that kept the Wildcats from
getting second shots.

With the game out of hand late, the Vi-
kings made a concerted effort to help Mur-
phy reach the 1,000-point mark for his career.
After not scoring in the first half, Murphy
made a 3-pointer and finished with five
points in the third quarter to hit 995 for his
career. A pair of layups in the fourth quarter
set the stage for Murphy’s milestone basket,
a baseline drive with 1:48 left to play that
came as a big relief to Murphy—and the
large Wareham crowd that lived and died
with every shot he took down the stretch.

“I didn’t know if I was going to get there,
but I did and I have my teammates to thank,
because they kept passing me the ball,”” Mur-
phy said. ‘“Those last six points were the
hardest ones of my career. I'm glad I was
able to get it done in my last game and help
the team win the biggest game in school his-
tory.”

After Murphy’s final basket, the celebra-
tion began in earnest for the Vikings.
Brogioli pulled his starters with 1:46 remain-
ing and there were a lot of hugs and high
fives up and down the team’s bench.

“It feels great to win this game for the
people of Wareham and my father (Jim
Brogioli), who coached this team for a long
time,”’ Brogioli said. ‘‘Our fans were great all
season and they stepped it up in the state
tournament. We fed off their energy and we
thank them for their support. It’s been a
great ride, a historical ride, and this team
has left its mark on Wareham High School
forever.”

———

HONORING CORPORAL JONATHAN
DANIEL PORTO

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to honor the life of Cpl
Jonathan Daniel Porto, who died honorably
serving his country as a part of Operation En-
during Freedom.

Corporal Porto enlisted in the U.S. Marine
Corps in March 2008. An honor graduate from
Paris Island, he received two meritorious pro-
motions. Corporal Porto served as a Small
Arms Repair Technician and was assigned
under 1st Battalion 6th Marine Regiment, 2nd
Marine Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force,
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.

In March 2010, at the age of 26, Corporal
Porto was killed in action while supporting
combat operations in the Helmand province of
southern Afghanistan. For his superior leader-
ship skills, Porto was promoted to Corporal in
December 2009.

His awards include the Afghanistan Cam-
paign Medal, National Defense Service Medal,
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, and
NATO International Security Assistance Force
Medal.

| commend Corporal Porto for his utmost
dedication and devotion to preserving the free-
dom of our Nation. His commitment and brav-
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ery gives his widow and infant daughter, Ra-
chel and Ariana Porto, of Edgewood, Mary-
land, immense pride.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor the life of Cpl Jonathan Daniel
Porto. It gives me great pride to honor one of
our Nation’s fallen heroes.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TODD TIAHRT

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. TIAHRT. Madam Speaker, on March 23,
| missed six rollcall votes numbered 172, 173,
174, 175, 176, and 177.

Rollcall No. 172 was a vote on Ordering the
Previous Question. Had | been present |
would have voted “no.”

Rollcall No. 173 was a vote on Agreeing to
the Resolution, H. Res. 1205. Had | been
present | would have voted “no.”

Rollcall No. 174 was a vote On Motion to
Suspend the Rules and Pass H.J. Res. 80.
Had | been present | would have voted “aye.”

Rollcall No. 175 was a vote On Motion to
Suspend the Rules and Pass H. Res. 1186.
Had | been present | would have voted “aye.”

Rollcall No. 176 was a vote On Motion to
Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 3976. Had
| been present | would have voted “aye.”

Rollcall No. 177 was a vote On Motion to
Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 4592. Had
| been present | would have voted “aye.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOE DONNELLY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. DONNELLY of Indiana. Madam Speak-
er, on rollcall #185, | was not present to vote;
however, had | been present, | would have
voted “yea”.

———

COMMEMORATING THE VISIT TO
CUBA OF THE FREEDOM SCHOO-
NER AMISTAD IN RECOGNITION
OF U.N. DAY OF REMEMBRANCE
FOR SLAVERY VICTIMS

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it is with
enormous pride that | wish to inform my col-
leagues that the Freedom Schooner Amistad,
a national human rights icon moored in New
Haven, CT, is making history this week. As
part of the United Nations commemoration of
March 25 as the global Day of Remembrance
for the victims of the Atlantic slave trade, the
Amistad arrived Monday in Matanzas, Cuba,
and today will sail for Havana.

The Amistad entered Cuban waters on
March 22, 2010 for a 10-day, two city Cuba
tour that will culminate its recent Caribbean
Heritage Voyage. The ship first visited
Matanzas, site of a new UNESCO-affiliated
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slavery museum. Today, the Amistad will sail
into Havana Harbor to commemorate the his-
toric “triangle of trade” connections between
America, Europe, Africa and the Caribbean.
Tomorrow, the vessel will host a three-hour si-
mulcast about the shared slave trade heritage,
connecting Cuban students to classrooms
across the Atlantic Ocean and at the U.N. in
New York. In addition to public tours of the
boat and academic panels on its history, the
Cuba visits will focus on the impact of the
slave trade on our transatlantic cultural herit-
age—including religious ritual, film, music,
dance, poetry and visits to former plantations.

The sale of the Amistad captives in Havana
was a small transaction in the thriving inter-
national slave trade. But the resulting events
arguably turned the tide against slavery
itself—and the historical connections across
the modern African Diaspora are direct and
profound.

This visit is especially poignant because
Amistad’s own story began in Cuba. The origi-
nal ship was built in Cuba. In 1839, the
Amistad sailed from Havana, the center of the
illegal slave trade. This will be the replica’s
first visit to Cuba—and it coincides with the
tenth anniversary of its launch at Mystic Sea-
port Museum on March 25, 2000.

The Amistad is a 140-foot replica of the two-
masted black schooner that was at the center
of the 1841 slave rebellion case argued suc-
cessfully by John Quincy Adams, leading to
the first U.S. Supreme Court case freeing Afri-
can captives. The replica Amistad has visited
70 domestic and international ports as a sym-
bol of this human rights milestone.

In 2008, the Amistad undertook a 14,000-
mile transatlantic sail to Africa. On March 25
of that year, the Amistad was linked via sat-
ellite directly to the U.N. as the General As-
sembly voted to commemorate that date as
the bicentennial of the pioneering British act
that first outlawed the slave trade. Students
from six countries sailed legs of the Africa
voyage. Soon thereafter, the Amistad was
designated as floating ambassador for the
U.N. Permanent Memorial to Honour the Vic-
tims of Slavery and the Atlantic Slave Trade.
The boat's most recent port of call was Santo
Domingo, for a week of programs for youths
from the Dominican Republic and Haiti.

During the two months after the current Car-
ibbean tour, the vessel will visit five cities his-
torically linked to the 19th century slave trade:
Savannah, Charleston, Norfolk, Washington,
DC and Baltimore. The next heritage tour will
include visits this summer to Boston, Halifax
and seven Great Lakes ports, culminating in
Chicago. In December, the Amistad sails back
to Africa, including for celebrations of the 50th
anniversary of the independence of Senegal.
But for now, all eyes are on Cuba.

THE RUNAWAY SCRAPE
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, today
| would like to recognize a large group of her-
oines who played a great role in Texas’ his-
tory—the strong and brave women who con-
tributed to the successful escape from their
hometowns as Santa Anna and his troops bar-
reled forward after conquering the Alamo.
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